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Bell Canada News Release

Enterprises

For Immediate Release

BCE FILES BASE SHELF PROSPECTUS

Montréal (Québec), July 24, 2002 — BCE Inc. (TSX, NYSE: BCE) announced that it will file today a
preliminary short form base shelf prospectus with all securities regulatory authorities throughout Canada
and the Securities and Exchange Commission in the United States relating to the possible offer of
common shares, preferred shares and debt securities, up to a total of Cdn $5 billion. The U.S.
registration statement will cover only U.S. $3 billion out of the Cdn $5 billion, and the balance will not
be registered and may not be offered or sold in the United States. These securities may be offered, from
time to time, during the two-year period for which the short form base shelf prospectus remains valid.

The net proceeds that would result from this short form base shelf prospectus will be used to pay for a
portion of the cost of the acquisition of the minority interest in Bell Canada held by SBC and for the
general corporate purposes of BCE.

This press release does not constitute an offer to sell or the solicitation of any offer to buy nor will there
be any sale of these securities in any province, state or jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or
sale would be unlawful prior to registration or qualification under the securities laws of any such
province, state or jurisdiction.

For further information:
Nick Kaminaris
Communications

(514) 786-3908

Web site: www.bce.ca
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SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly
caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized.

BCE Inc.
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échael T, Boychuk
Corporate Treasurer

Date: July 24, 2002




